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Congratulations to the AllerGen network                    
on completing its term as a national Networks of Centres of Excellence. 

2004- 
2020 

Since 2004, the Allergy, Genes and Environment 
Network (AllerGen) has united Canada’s allergic 
and respiratory disease communities toward 
improving the lives of Canadians through research.  

After receiving the full 14 years of national Networks 
of Centres of Excellence (NCE) funding, and an 
additional two years of support to mobilize 
knowledge and commercialize research results, 
AllerGen NCE completes its NCE term today – 
March 31, 2020. 

Beginning April 1, 2020, AllerGen’s Administrative 
Centre will continue operating as a not-for-profit 
organization dedicated to supporting two of the 
Network’s three Legacy Initiatives – the CHILD 
Cohort Study (CHILD) and the Clinical Investigator 
Collaborative (CIC). 

Message from the Board Chair & the President 

 

Message from the Scientific Director 

 

Continues on next page 

Dear colleagues, friends and members 
of the AllerGen community: 

Just about 18 years ago, we embarked 
upon this wonderful adventure in 
science and networking – AllerGen.  

We worked together over a few 
iterations, resiliently building long-
lasting, multisectoral teams of 
investigators, trainees and partners, 
rebuilding and resurrecting a previously 
diffuse biomedical and clinical 
discipline. 

AllerGen has encouraged and 
catalyzed idea creation, promoted 
and facilitated consensus-building and 
the shaping of transdisciplinary, cross-
sectoral research projects, platforms 
and collaborations. 
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AllerGen partner organizations, the CSACI and 
Food Allergy Canada, are building on AllerGen’s 
foundation of food allergy research investments 
towards establishing a national food allergy 
strategy for Canada.  

We sincerely thank AllerGen’s Board of Directors, 
advisory committee members, investigators, 
trainees, partners, and the Network’s leadership 
and administrative teams for their innumerable 
contributions to AllerGen’s success and 
multisectoral collaborations, which will persist well 
into the future.  

We are grateful also for the enduring commitment 
of the members of AllerGen’s Advanced Education 
and Training Opportunities Committee (AETOC), 
who have remained active throughout AllerGen’s 
wind-down period—Richard Hegele (Chair), Fiona 
Brinkman, Laura Feldman, Thomas Issekutz, Oxana 
Latycheva, Danuta Radzioch, Harissios Vliagoftis, 
Richard Warrington and Susan Waserman. 

We would like to recognize with appreciation the 
significant contributions of AllerGen’s Research 
Management Committee (RMC) members – both 
past and present, who have provided the Board 
with advice that shaped the breadth and depth of 
AllerGen’s research investments, ensuring the 
excellence of AllerGen’s research over the past 14 
years.  

Current RMC members include Judah Denburg 
(Chair); Allan Becker; Dean Befus; Jeff Brook; Tim 
Caulfield; Ann Clarke; Susan Elliott; Gail Gauvreau; 
John Gordon; Michael Kobor; Jean Marshall; Kelly 
McNagny; Mark Raizenne; David Shindler; Padmaja 
Subbarao; and Stuart Turvey. 
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Message from the Scientific Director cont. 

 AllerGen is a paragon of research 
implementation and movement into 
action; we are extremely proud to 
have developed educational modes 
and models, seeded communication 
strategies, and delivered governance 
practices that have set national and 
international standards.  

AllerGen has had true and lasting 
impact on the Canadian landscape of 
biomedical discovery, innovation and 
translation. Its legacies remain in place, 
and will continue to gather 
momentum, as will the national allergy-
immunology-asthma community, now 
bolstered with newly established 
academic, private- and public-sector 
personnel, trained and nurtured in 
AllerGen, who will pass on this torch to 
the coming generations of innovators 
and entrepreneurs. 

I look back upon these past years of 
working and being together – even as 
we face a global threat at this 
precarious moment of history – and see 
how AllerGen and its outcomes have 
illuminated a bright, promising future 
for us all. 

My profound gratitude to you all for 
everything you have done and 
contributed.  

 

 

Dr. Judah Denburg 
Scientific Director, AllerGen 

William J. Walsh Chair in Medicine 

Professor, Division of Clinical Immunology and 
Allergy, Department of Medicine, McMaster 
University 
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Message from the Board Chair & the President cont. 

 Dr. Judah Denburg, who has led the Network since 
its planning stages in 2002, concludes his term as 
AllerGen’s Scientific Director on March 31, 2020, 
along with AllerGen’s Associate Scientific Director, 
Dr. Kelly McNagny. Dr. Denburg has provided a 
personal farewell message, which we are pleased 
to share with you.  

On behalf of the entire AllerGen Network, we 
extend our thanks to Dr. Denburg, Dr. McNagny 
and members of the RMC for their vision and 
scientific leadership over the years.  

Working together, we have transformed the 
landscape of allergic and respiratory disease in 
Canada and left a lasting legacy of national and 
global impacts benefiting all those living with and 
caring for persons living with allergy, asthma and 
related immune disease. 

With our best wishes for continued success in your 
future endeavours. 

 

 

Dr. Pieter Cullis, Chair of the Board                           

 

 

Dr. Diana Royce, President & CEO 

 


